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  No. 14

Negotiating Committee  


           

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS

August 18, 2005

Negotiate: the definition!

In a public statement last week-end, the Minister responsible for the Treasury Board, Ms. Monique Jérôme-Forget, invited unions to negotiate. In a same breath, she repeated I don’t know how many times that the Government would not budge from its initial offer of 12.6% over 6 years.

Obviously, Ms. Jérôme-Forget does not understand yet what negotiate means i.e. to confer with another so as to arrive at a settlement which is acceptable to both parties. Let’s hope that she will check the definition in a dictionary during the next coming weeks….

Let’s remember that the 12.6% means a salary freeze for all the public sector employees for the first two years. With the money saved this way, the Government wants to pay during the subsequent years its bill for pay equity. In fact, it is asking us to foot the bill.

Finally, let’s remember that the Quebec Institute of Statistics arrives at the conclusion that the global compensation including all the fringe benefits from the public sector is behind in relation to that of the private sector.

We are therefore not ‘into salary freeze mode’ but rather ‘into a catching up of wages mode’.

Claude Turcotte

Secretary General

It is imperative that you photocopy and circulate this document.
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